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PURGATOIRE RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT			
MINUTES, THURSDAY, November 14, 2024


Board Meeting: Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District monthly meeting was held on Thursday November 14, 2024, at 7:00 P.M. at the Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District Office Conference Room, Trinidad, CO. 81082

Directors Present: 
Tom Verquer, Joey DeGarbo, David Philpott, Tony Paradisa, Jeremy Yoder, Joe Amato, Daryl Aubuchon & Jarrod Tortorelli

Directors Absent: Frank Milinazzo

District Staff: 
Tony Arnhold; General Manager; Connie Mantelli, District Secretary
  
Guests: 
Kim Falen (Corps of Engineers), Jeff Montoya (Water Commissioner), Sammie Molinaro (NRCS), Michael Yoder (Enlarged Southside Ditch, TJ Verquer (Chilili Ditch)

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M., by Chairman, David Philpott. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was 
taken.

Enterprise Account

There was one transaction made in the Enterprise Account in the month of October. 
Tom Verquer made a motion to accept the Enterprise Account financial reports as presented.  Joe Amato seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed unanimously.
  
Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Tom Verquer made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Tony Paradisa seconded the motion which was passed with a unanimous vote.
Joey DeGarbo made a motion to approve the financial reports for October 2024 as printed. Tom Verquer seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed.  


Chairman’s Report:  

No report given at this time

NRCS:

Sammie Molinaro reported that there was a large amount of snow in the last week.  The YTD moisture is promising for this early in the SnoTel year which began July 1, 2024. 
The NRCS office will be taking applications for new conservation programs through December 15, 2024.


Secretary’s Report:  

Connie Mantelli reported that she had provided the Board members with a revised copy of the proposed general fund and enterprise budgets for 2025.  The numbers reflect suggestions made at the work session held in October. 
Connie referred to a letter sent to the District from Julienne Woldridge.  The letter was to inform the district that a rate increase would go into effect January 1, 2025, for legal services. 
Ms. Mantelli informed the board that the district will host a Christmas dinner for the PRWCD board members and spouses/guest on December 11 @ 6:00 pm at the Trinidad Smokehouse.   

Water Commissioner’s Report: 

Jeff Montoya thanked the board members for attending the 10-year review and annual meeting.  He stressed how important it is for the board members to attend these types of meetings to be fully informed of the operations that affect the District.  
As a review on the annual meeting, Mr. Montoya stated that there is a big push from the state office to get the model up and running.  A follow-up meeting will be held February 2025 to review/implement some of the itemized topics discussed at the annual meeting. 
One of the areas of interest from the state of Kansas was the anticipated acreage to be farmed as reported each year by the ditches in the district.  Kevin Salter questioned why the ditch presidents continually reported the maximum number of acres to be irrigated every year.  He indicated that it was not realistic to plan on farming 100% of the total acres.  Julianne Woldridge (water attorney for PRWCD) explained that it is imperative for the maximum acreage is anticipated.  Although all the acreage may not be farmed, by reporting the maximum, we ensure that if all available water is maximized we can make the most of it.  
Mr. Montoya explained that sediment was also an area of interest discussed at the annual meeting.  A sediment study is done every 10 years and gets recalculated per the Operating Principles.  Sediment gets counted in the joint use pool. 
Jeff stated that the City of Trinidad had been proposing a ditch lining project.  This project will not affect the efficiency rules.  Ditch lining would only influence the efficiency rules if it was in place on individual ditches on farms.  Mr. Montoya also mentioned that the City wants to use only consumptive-use (CU) water for recreation. 

Corps of Engineers:  

Kim Falen reported that the Rip Rap Project is scheduled to be completed this week. The project was delayed because of the snowstorm last week. 
Kim reminded the District that the Corps of Engineers will be having their annual inspection the week of February 10, 2025.  There will be no water released from the reservoir during the inspection.  

City of Trinidad:  

In the absence of Marc Vigil and Gil Ramirez, Jarrod Tortelli informed the board of 500 acre-feet of water the City of Trinidad offered to lease to the District.  
Jarrod made a motion for the District to purchase the water.  Daryl Aubuchon seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed. 

Purgatoire Watershed Project 

No one was present at this time. 

Other Business: 
 
Tom Verquer made a motion to go into the executive session.  Joey DeGarbo seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed.  

(Minutes from Executive Session will be printed separately.)

Joe Amato made a motion to move out of the executive session.  Tom Verquer seconded the motion which was passed unanimously. 

Jarrod Tortorelli made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Joe Amato seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 5, 2024, at 7:00 pm.
 

                                        
                                        
_________________________
  					               	Connie Mantelli, Secretary   
