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PURGATOIRE RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT			
MINUTES, THURSDAY, October 3, 2024


Board Meeting:  Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District monthly meeting was held on Thursday October 3, 2024, at 7:00 P.M. at the City Hall Chambers meeting room, Trinidad, CO. 81082

Directors Present: 
Tom Verquer, Frank Milinazzo, Joey DeGarbo, David Philpott, Tony Paradisa, Jeremy Yoder, Joe Amato, Daryl Aubuchon & Jarrod Tortorelli

Directors Absent: 

District Staff: 
Tony Arnhold; General Manager; Connie Mantelli, District Secretary
  
Guests: 
Kim Falen (Corps of Engineers), Jeff Montoya (Water Commissioner), Sammie Molinaro (NRCS), Julie Knudson (PWP), Michael Yoder (Enlarged Southside Ditch), Gil Ramirez (City of Trinidad) Bethany Arnold (DWR), Robert Philpott (New John Flood Ditch), Norm Fink (Corps of Engineers) & Marc Vigil (City of Trinidad)

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M., by Chairman, David Philpott. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was 
taken.

Enterprise Account

There was one deposit made into the Enterprise Account in the month of September. 
Frank Milinazzo made a motion to accept the Enterprise Account financial reports as presented.  Tom Verquer seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed unanimously.
  
Regular Monthly Board Meeting

David Philpott asked the board members to read the letter from Merrill Lac LLC.  The letter was written on behalf of the Enlarged Southside Ditch Company.  It stated that the District correct the draft minutes from the September 2024 board meeting and remove the conclusion that the Southside’s diversion shorted other ditches.  And any conclusion or statement in the minutes that Southside shorted other ditches is untrue and defamatory. 
Tom Verquer made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Frank Milinazzo seconded the motion. David called for a roll call vote. There were 4 ‘yes’ votes and 4 ‘no’ votes.  Chairman David Philpott voted in favor of the approval.  The motion was passed with a 5-4 vote. 
Joey DeGarbo made a motion to approve the Financial reports for June 2024 as printed. Joe Amato seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed.  

Chairman’s Report:  

Chairman David Philpott asked the board what date they wanted to declare the irrigation season closed.  
Tom Verquer made a motion to officially end the 2024 irrigation season on October 15, 2024. Jarrod Tortorelli seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed unanimously.  

NRCS:

Sammie Molinaro reported that there was no snowfall reported for the month of September.  The precipitation measurement for August and September measured 1½ to 2”.  July is the official start of water measurement as recorded for the NRCS.

District Manager’s Report –  October 3, 2024

A. Trinidad Reservoir and PRWCD Operations Report
The total content of Trinidad Reservoir on September 30th was 16,104 acre-feet.  A net decrease in storage of 616 acre-feet from the end of August.
· The Project Account currently contains 137 acre-feet.  A net decrease in storage of 611 acre-feet from the end of August.
· The Model Account currently contains 0 acre-feet.  Release and Evaporation for the month of 0 acre-feet.
· Average reservoir inflows at the PURMADCO stream gage for September was 32.55 cfs.  This compares to the long term average of 55 cfs.   
· September precipitation at the Airport was 0.73 inches.  Average September precipitation is 1.92 inches.
· The Joint Use Pool currently contains 3,405 acre-feet.  A net increase of 138 acre-feet. 
· The Permanent Fishery Pool currently contains a total of 12,523 acre-feet. A net decrease of 143 acre-feet.  
· B. Chilili Ditch Diversion Infrastructure Grant Application

The District and the Chilili Ditch Company drafted a grant application under the Colorado Water Conservation Board’s Water Supply and Reserve Fund program.  The purpose of this grant application is to seek approximately $26,500 of grant funds to help fund the estimated $31,000 of design costs for a new 
Chilili Ditch diversion structure including automatic headgate.  The remaining funds to are to be provided by the District and the Chilili Ditch Company.


This grant application is only for funds to fund a professional design for the diversion structure including construction cost estimates.  Once a design is complete, it is anticipated that construction cost funding will immediately be pursued.

The District received comments from CWCB and returned answers to the comments on June 26th.  The Grant has been fully approved and will continue to work with the Chilili Ditch to get this project contracted and underway during September. Still waiting to receive the final Contract Paperwork from CWCB.

C. General Items

The John Flood Ditch Head Gate will be installed tentatively the week after the end of the irrigation Season unless something changes.
Update - This work will be completed with the install the week of October 21st.

10 Year Review – Working with Connie, Gil and the BOR to organize the meeting to be held November 6 & 7, 2024 at the Hilton Garden Inn here in Trinidad.

September 10th – Completed Sprinkler Readings.

September 11th – Attended the Arkansas Roundtable Meeting in Pueblo.

September 13th – Sent Irrigation Improvement Spreadsheet to DNR Contact to perform the modeling for the 2024 irrigation season thru August.

September 24th – David and I met with DWR folks including Division Engineer, Assistant Division Engineer and Jeff Montoya along with Mike Dasko at the Division office in Pueblo to meet about Project Operations.

Week of October 14th - I will be completing the Sprinkler Readings for the District.

Other Activities – 
**Anyone planning to install a new Sprinkler system for 2025 needs to contact the office.  Please help spread the word!

Once again, I offer if you have an idea for improvements to your ditch and need help; let me know.

Secretary’s Report:  

Connie Mantelli reported that the 2023 Audit had been completed.  Each of the board members have received a copy of the final report for their records.  There is also a copy in the District Office that is accessible to the public.  
Connie requested that a date be set for a work session for the board to work on the 2025 Budgets (General Fund & Enterprise) for PRWCD.  The board decided on October 23, 2024 @ 1:00 pm to be held at the District Office located at 3590 East Main Street. 
Ms. Mantelli presented the board members with documents that entailed the requirements and purposes of the contents of board meeting minutes.  This documentation was presented for the director’s reference to keep in their records. 
Connie informed the board that there were 4 applicants that filed their interest in being appointed to the Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District’s board.  The applications will be reviewed by District Judge Pierce Fowler.  Judge Fowler will make his decision and swear in the board members on October 25, 2024 @ 3:00 pm at the Las Animas County Courthouse. 
Connie reminded the board that the 2024 Annual meeting/10 Year review will be held on November 6 & 7.  This year’s meeting will be on a Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning at the Hilton Garden Inn.  The District will hold its regular monthly board meeting on Thursday evening at Trinidad City Hall Chambers Everyone is welcome to attend.  

Water Commissioner’s Report: 



Corps of Engineers:  

Kim Falen reported that the rip-rap project is scheduled to be completed in two weeks.  An RFP issued today to do another 30 feet. 
Morgan Humphrey is the new Arkansas River Basin Management Representative based out of Albuquerque for the Trinidad office of the Corps of Engineers.
Jake Williams decided to accept another job with the Bureau of Land Management in South Dakota.


City of Trinidad:  

Nothing to report at this time

Purgatoire Watershed Project 

Julie Knudson reported that the water sampling conducted last week from head waters to confluence. 

Other Business: 

David Philpott thanked Julie Knudson for filling in for Connie Mantelli by taking the minutes. 

Jeremy Yoder addressed he board by apologizing if anyone thought he had stolen water from any of the other ditches by taking water from the river.  Jeremy stated that he believes that he did not take any unauthorized water.  David Philpott told Jeremy to just make sure he has permission before taking water out of the river. Jeremy said he does not appreciate being accused of stealing water.
Tom Verquer asked why the State office has discontinued some of the services that have been provided in the past.  Jeff Montoya said that this district was the only district in Division II that does get this assistance.  This has been a courtesy and now the State Engineer has decided that these services need to come to an end. Jeff has been directed by his boss to hand these tasks back to the District. 

 
Joe Amato made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Daryl Aubuchon seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm.

The next meeting is scheduled for October 3, 2024 at 7:30 pm.
 

                                        
                                        
_________________________
  						               Connie Mantelli, Secretary   
