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PURGATOIRE RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
MINUTES, THURSDAY, May 7, 2026



Board Meeting: Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District monthly meeting was held on Thursday, May 7, 2026, at 7:30 P.M. at Trinidad City Hall Chambers, 135 North Animas Street, Trinidad, CO.81082

Directors Present: 
Tom Verquer, Frank Milinazzo, Joey DeGarbo, David Philpott, Tony Paradisa, Jeremy Yoder, Jarrod Tortorelli & Daryl Aubuchon

Directors Absent: 
Joe Amato

District Staff: 
Tony Arnhold; General Manager (Absent), Connie Mantelli; District Secretary 
  
Guests: 
James Duran (Enlarged Southside Ditch), Michael Yoder (Enlarged Southside Ditch), Robert Philpott (Johns Ditch), Jeff Montoya (Water Commissioner), Gil Ramirez (North Lake), Sammie Molinaro (NRCS), Julie Knudson, Blake Pruit (Southside Ditch) 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M., by Chairman, David Philpott. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the roll call was taken.

Enterprise Account
Nothing to report. 

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Jarrod Tortorelli made a motion to amend the minutes of the April 2026 meeting.  The wording in the motion to begin the irrigation season for 2026 was incorrectly stated by the Chairman when presenting the motion.  Tom Verquer seconded the motion to amend the minutes.  A vote was taken and passed unanimously.  Daryl Aubuchon made a motion to accept the minutes of the April 2026 minutes as amended.  Jeremy Yoder seconded the motion.  

Jeff Montoya asked if notification was sent to Kansas and the Division II office declaring the irrigation season as Priority allocation.  Connie answered, “Yes.  Tony Arnhold sent the notification.”  A vote was taken on approving the minutes as amended and was passed. 
Jeremy Yoder addressed another correction that needed to be made to the minutes. The minutes show that Jeff Montoya stated that the district has a little more diversity if they stay in priority administration.  Jeremy believes the statement made by Jeff was supposed to be project administration.  Jeff confirmed this.  Jarrod made a motion to amend the statement.  Daryl Aubuchon seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed. 
Frank Milinazzo made a motion to approve the Financial Statements and Cash Disbursements for April 2026 as printed. Tom Verquer seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed.  

Chairman’s Report
Nothing to report

NRCS:

Sammie Molinaro reported that so far Whiskey Creek is 167% of normal.  16” of snow fell over the weekend.  This resulted in 5” of measurable water. As of this morning Cuchara pass had 6” of snow with 1.2” of water.  Apishipa measures 6” of snow with about an inch of water. May is looking good so far.
There was only 0.3” of precipitation for the Month of April. 
July 1, 2025, through April 30, 2026, measurement is only 36% of normal. 
The entire state of Colorado has not fared well in the last year. 
It will be interesting to see the final numbers at the end of June. 

Tony Arnhold could not attend the meeting.  A copy of his report was distributed to the board and audience. 


District Manager’s Report – May 7, 2026

A. Trinidad Reservoir and PRWCD Operations Report
The total content of Trinidad Reservoir on April 30th was 18,896 acre-feet.  A net decrease in storage of 1,344 acre-feet from March 31st.  
· The Model Pool- This account currently contains 4,024 acre-feet.  
· PRWCD Account contains 2,280 acre-feet.
· The Model Account currently contains 1,244 acre-feet.
· The Trinidad Subaccount currently contains 463 acre-feet.
· River Canyon Subaccount currently contains 37 acre-feet.
· Average reservoir inflows at the PURMADCO stream gage for April was 20.2 cfs.  This compares to the long-term average of 50 cfs.   
· April precipitation at the Airport was 0.53.  Average precipitation for the month is 1.28 inches.
· The Joint use pool currently contains 2,645 acre-feet.  A Net Decrease of 17 acre-feet of which decrease is attributed to evaporation and Winter return flow releases during the month of March.
· The Permanent Fishery Pool currently contains a total of 12,474 acre-feet. A net decrease of 127 acre-feet. 

· B. Chilili Ditch Diversion Infrastructure Grant Application
The District and the Chilili Ditch Company grant application under the CWCB Water Supply and Reserve Fund program approved for $26,500.  Total estimated design costs of $31,200 for a new Chilili Ditch diversion structure including automatic headgate design.  Surveying and Boring Completed.  Rick has Preliminary Design ready.  Now I am waiting on the Boring company report to complete the Design.

C. General Items

April 1 – Short Tour of Improvements with Josh Godwin CWCB.

April 2 – Calibration Hoehne.

April 3 – Opened the Irrigation Season.

April 4 – Calibrated Baca Sutrons’s after they put in some of 
          the Batteries.

April 5 – Calibrated some of Baca and PW.

April 8 – Round Table meeting Pueblo.

April 9 – Started Downloads of Baca and El Moro Sutron’s and 
          Calibration

April 11&12 – Calibration of Sutron’s.

April 16 - Downloads of Baca and El Moro Sutron’s and 
           Calibration

April 23 - Downloads of Baca and El Moro Sutron’s and 
           Calibration

April 29 - Downloads of Baca and El Moro Sutron’s and 
           Calibration
	    - Sediment Work Session

2025 Acreage Verification- Janet reported:   She is completed and working with me on Quality Assurance of Final.

Secretary’s Report

Connie Mantelli reported that she had left a voice mail with the auditors on the morning of May 7, to check the status of the audit.  She has not heard back from them. 

Water Commissioner’s Report: 

Jeff Montoya followed up with the Division II office on their views of the sediment discussion from the work session.  He is awaiting documentation from them that may clarify some of the topics discussed.  He wants to clarify how the sediment is measured at John Martin Reservoir and Pueblo Reservoir. The person in this position is new, so it may take a while to get the information requested.  
Pueblo reservoir typically measures sediment in October. Jarrod asked if Pueblo uses LYDAR measurement.  Yes, they do. 
Mr. Montoya reported on the passing of a recent house bill (HB26-1340).  This bill by Representative Ty Winter directs the water court in Division 2 to attach clear, science-based revegetation and dryland-farming requirements to future changes of agricultural water rights, using local criteria where available and overseen by a neutral third-party expert whose findings must be approved by the court.   
There are no prior decrees for this. Jarrod asked if other farms (i.e. Maglia’s) in the area were mandated to re-vegetate.  Jeff said they were not mandated, but some had voluntarily agreed to re-vegetate the land.
A meeting is planned for division wide to discuss ponds and make a definite plan in the Southern Region. 
Letters will be sent out by the Division Engineer.
Jeff gave an update on the Purgatoire River.  The flows measured at 5’ a couple of weeks ago.  The calls varied because of this. 
He has had feedback on how the water has been released.  He had to jigger with the water releases to make it work.  

City of Trinidad:

Gil Ramirez reported that there was 10” of snow this morning at North Lake, but it had melted by 1:00 pm.  
The City of Trinidad is testing maintaining with the lack of water available.  It’s a stress test under the worst conditions.  No exchange out of Trinidad Lake has been called.  
There has been only a foot of water lost at North Lake and about 2 feet at Monument Lake. 
Next month the City will begin more sediment removal in the reiver.
The exchange of water is not recovering currently. 

Corps of Engineers:  

There was no one present, therefore no report was given. 

Purgatoire Watershed Project 

Julie Knudson invited everyone to the State of the Purgatoire Annual Meeting.  The meeting will be held Saturday, May 9, 2026, at the Hilton Garden Inn.  There will be multiple vendors and food followed by kayaking at Trinidad Lake State Park. 
Julie recently attended a conference where PWP was recognized as one of the top 3 watersheds in Colorado.  
A collaboration is planned with landowners and CPW.  This will be a great opportunity for people in this area to voice their concerns and be heard. Gil asked if there was funding available for this collaboration.  Julie said there was, but she does not know where that money is earmarked for.  
PWP is working on finalizing the plans for the ditch lining for Picketwire and Baca Ditches.  Bids will be accepted soon. 
A youth event is scheduled for June 18. This field day will include water education and fishing. 


Other Business: 

Tom Verquer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Daryl Aubuchon seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:46 pm.
The next meeting is scheduled for May 7, 2026, at 7:30 pm.

                                        
                                        Connie Mantelli
_________________________
  						               Connie Mantelli, Secretary 

