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PURGATOIRE RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
MINUTES, THURSDAY, June 4, 2026



Board Meeting: Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District monthly meeting was held on Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 7:30 P.M. at Trinidad City Hall Chambers, 135 North Animas Street, Trinidad, CO.81082

Directors Present: 
Tom Verquer, Frank Milinazzo, Joey DeGarbo, David Philpott, Tony Paradisa, Jeremy Yoder, Joe Amato & Daryl Aubuchon

Directors Absent: 
Jarrod Tortorelli

District Staff: 
Tony Arnhold; General Manager, Connie Mantelli; District Secretary 
  
Guests: 
Robert Philpott (Johns Ditch), Jeff Montoya (Water Commissioner), Julie Knudson (PWP), Kim Falen (Corps of Engineers)

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M., by Chairman, David Philpott. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the roll call was taken.

Enterprise Account
Eight deposits were made into the Enterprise Account.  All deposits were for 2026 sprinkler fees. 
Tom Verquer made a motion to accept the Enterprise Activity Report.  Joe Amato seconded the motion which was voted upon and approved.

Regular Monthly Board Meeting
Tom Verquer made a motion to approve the minutes of May 7, 2026, board meeting.  Joey DeGarbo seconded the motion which was voted upon and approved.   A vote was taken and passed unanimously.  
Joey DeGarbo made a motion to approve the Financial Statements and Cash Disbursements for May 2026 as printed. Frank Milinazzo seconded the motion which was voted upon and passed.  


Chairman’s Report
Chairman, David Philpott stated that he wanted to discuss the Operation and Maintenance billing for the 2025 irrigation year. Mr. Philpott proposed District consider absorbing the entire amount billed to each of the ditches.  The District has a financial advantage right now and the availability of irrigation water was not looking good for 2026, so this seems like an appropriate act to help the irrigators. The amount billed to the ditches is $44,480.00.
Joey DeGarbo made a motion for the District to pay the O&M charges billed to the ditches which is due August 15,2026.  Frank Milinazzo seconded the motion which was passed. 

NRCS:
Sammie Molinaro did not attend the meeting.  He emailed the following report.

The Whisky Creek SnoTel site for the month of May:
 
May Snow was 8 inches with total precipitation of 1.3 inches for the month which was 40% of normal for the long-term average
 
Purgatoire Runoff prediction is 6700-thousand-acre feet of runoff for June to September normal would be 31,000-acre feet   This is only 22% of normal for the expected runoff


District Manager’s Report – June 4, 2026

A. Trinidad Reservoir and PRWCD Operations Report
The total content of Trinidad Reservoir on May 31st was 17,247 acre-feet.  A net decrease in storage of 1,649 acre-feet from April 30th.
· The Model Pool- This account currently contains 2,417 acre-feet.  
· PRWCD Account contains 1,498 acre-feet.
· The Model Account currently contains 429 acre-feet.
· The Trinidad Subaccount currently contains 453 acre-feet.
· River Canyon Subaccount currently contains 36 acre-feet.
· Average reservoir inflows at the PURMADCO stream gage for May was 15.46 cfs.  This compares to the long-term average of 146 cfs.   
· May precipitation at the Airport was 1.57.  Average precipitation for the month is 1.48 inches.
· The Joint use pool currently contains 2,612 acre-feet.  A Net Decrease of 33 acre-feet of which decrease is attributed to evaporation and Water exchanges during the Month of May.
· The Permanent Fishery Pool currently contains a total of 12,219 acre-feet. A net decrease of 255 acre-feet. 

· B. Chilili Ditch Diversion Infrastructure Grant Application
The District and the Chilili Ditch Company grant application under the CWCB Water Supply and Reserve Fund program approved for $26,500.  Total estimated design costs of $31,200 for a new Chilili Ditch diversion structure including automatic headgate design.  Surveying and Boring Completed.  Rick has Preliminary Design ready.  Boring Report is awaiting final approval from their engineer.  Rick is contacting Pile Driving companies to get estimate of the cost of driving the sheet piling.



C. General Items

May 2-6 – Calibration of several District meters.

May 7 – District Calibration. PW/EM/Baca Readings to Jeff.

May 12 – Sprinkler Readings.

May 13 – Round Table meeting Pueblo.

May 14 – District Calibration.  PW/EM/Baca Readings to Jeff.

May 15-20 - Calibration of several District meters.

May 21 – District Calibration.  PW/EM/Baca Readings to Jeff.

May 26-27 - Calibration of several District meters.

May 28 - District Calibration.  PW/EM/Baca Readings to Jeff.

June 1 – Sent the Anticipated Irrigated Acres Report.

2025 Acreage Verification -Janet reported:   She is completed and working with me on Quality Assurance of Final.  Sent out Report June 2, 2026.  Janet is working on putting together the 2026 QA for the Acreage Verification Random Tracts.

Old Business- Excess Capacity Contracts
              District Ponds

Over the next couple of months, I will be working on reevaluating the Acreage Verification of crops and irrigated fields.


Secretary’s Report
Connie Mantelli reported that the Audit was on track to be completed by mid-June. 
Ms. Mantelli gave an update on the District Tour.  The tour is scheduled for August 4-5.  The Trinidad Trolley has been reserved for transportation for the attendees on tour day.  The District will be providing lunch on August 4th to be served at the Corps of Engineers office.  On August 5th breakfast and lunch will be provided at the District office.  Yoder Family Farms has offered to conduct a tour of the goat dairy to follow the ditch tour.  
Connie reported that she had recently paid the annual membership fee to the Colorado Water Congress in the amount of $889.  She mentioned that she had questioned general manager, Tony Arnhold, of the CWC role.  Connie was unsure if the CWC was a benefit to the District. The CWC is the voice for all water issues in the state. They represent us in Washington and at the Colorado state capitol, therefore it is necessary to continue our membership.
Sammie Mollinaro’s dad passed away.  Connie sent a plant to the family from the District.  The services will be on Friday June 5, at 1:00 at Comi Funeral Home if anyone wants to attend. 

Water Commissioner’s Report: 
After meeting with the Division Engineer, Jeff Montoya reported that the District has exemption for improvements per the Efficiency Rules.  The state has given a thumbs up to the ditch lining project on the Baca-Picketwire ditch. 
Jeff had a Zoom meeting with the State Water Commissioners and State Water Engineer. Discussed administration in these dry conditions.  Various water commissioners in the state are getting pressure from senior rights ware users. Senior rights are being curtailed.  We need to maintain to “call what the river can supply”.  This is a serious issue. 
On June 6, 2026, the governor announced a declaration of drought disaster for the State. A state statute emphasizes that when we are in drought conditions, municipal water entities have precedence over agriculture; agriculture has precedence over industrial use. The state does not foresee this going into effect, but it is interesting that this is the order of the statute. 
Very short flows on the river.  Many components are the basis of the release of water to the District. 

City of Trinidad:

No one present

Corps of Engineers:  

Nothing to report currently.  

Purgatoire Watershed Project 
Julie Knudson has two youth corps ambassadors working with her this summer.  She requested to have them attend the District Tour in August. 
Ms. Knudson has been working on water quality sampling.  She would be open to conducting water sample quality testing to anyone in the District.  
Julie is working on a program with the AmeriCorps offering a program in the ag community.  This program would provide hands-on training in the agriculture field and free labor by AmeriCorps to local farmers and ranchers.  Frank Milinazzo questioned the liability this could potentially cost the landowner.  Julie said the program was just in the talking stages and she would address that if/when the program goes into effect. 

Other Business: 

Tom Verquer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Joe Amato seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned @ 8:02 pm.
The next meeting is scheduled for July 2, 2026, at 7:30 pm.

                                        
                                        Connie Mantelli
_________________________
  						               Connie Mantelli, Secretary 

